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AWARD-WINNING CANADIAN PICTURE BOOK FRIENDLIES EARNS TOP HONOURS FOR ITS 
SPIRITED CELEBRATION OF ACCEPTANCE AND FRIENDSHIP.

Etobicoke, Ontario. Olive Green Books is proud to announce that Friendlies, the spirited rhyming 
picture book written by Olive Green and illustrated by Dainius Šukys, has earned First Place 
at the 2026 Book Fest Awards, the Story Monsters Approved distinction for 2025, and a Finalist 
placement at the UK Wishing Shelf Book Awards. Notably, the Wishing Shelf recognition is based on 
recommendations from children themselves, making it one of the most thoughtful endorsements a 
picture book can receive.

Friendlies is set in a huckleberry garden where master chef Rags runs a small, spirited cafe. The story 
welcomes a cast of mismatched neighbours, wandering shrews with strong opinions, and a flustered 
food inspector whose visit does not go entirely to plan. What unfolds is a clever, observant portrait of 
what real acceptance looks like in practice.

The book earns its warmth without ever becoming preachy. It deals honestly with misunderstanding, 
the difficulty of saying sorry, and the quiet work of mutual respect through humour and rhythm. The 
characters simply figure things out together in the way that neighbours sometimes do.

Dainius Šukys brings the huckleberry garden to life through hand-drawn digital watercolour 
illustrations that reward close looking. Each spread contains small, inventive details that children 
return to again and again, pointing at corners of the page that adults routinely miss. The visual world 
of Friendlies is as thoughtful as its story.

Friendlies is written for readers aged 6 to 10, though its humour and layered storytelling make it 
equally rewarding for the adults reading it aloud.
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About the Author
Olive Green is an independent Canadian author whose commitment to authentic storytelling results 
in narratives that speak directly to young hearts. Maintaining an anonymous presence is a deliberate 
choice designed to keep the focus entirely on a child’s emotional world.
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