
The Wishing Shelf Book Awards 2025 

FEEDBACK 

 

GENERAL FEEDBACK 

Many thanks for entering your book in The Wishing Shelf Book Awards. The award is run ‘not 
for profit’ and we work very hard to try to help authors/publishers who enter to promote and/or 
improve the books. 

Firstly, I’d like to give you the general feedback given by the readers (from the last few years). 

Most the readers felt the covers were very good or excellent. The artwork was often compelling 
and the fonts imaginative and enticing. However, blurbs still seem to be a problem for self-
published authors; they tend to be overly long and, as a result, do not do the job i.e. hook the 
reader in. As we suggested last year, try to keep in mind ‘who the potential reader is’ and ‘try to 
focus on persuading that potential reader to buy the book’. Remember, a blurb is not a 
‘summary’ of the plot, it is ‘persuasive language’. 

Another problem the readers highlighted was formatting. A number of the books entered had 
such narrow margins, it was difficult to see the first word of a line. This resulted in a few very 
annoyed readers! 

Generally, editing seems to be improving year-on-year as more and more authors realise the 
pitfalls of ‘self-editing’ and employ editors to do a professional job. There were still a good 
percentage of books (particularly the children’s books) that had very basic grammatical 
problems. Writing speech, it seems, is very difficult for a number of writers.  

The readers also made a number of other comments: 

• More and more authors/small publishers seem to be experimenting with fonts for the 
story. That’s OK but every so often a font is picked which is very difficult to decipher. 
This, basically, kills the books for the frustrated reader. 

• Many of the books felt ‘rushed’, particularly over the last few chapters. The readers felt a 
story, particularly an adventure story, should end ‘BIG and EXCITING’; if it is rushed 
and ‘all over in a page or two’ the reader feels let down. 

• A number of the rhyming picture books had problems. Basically, although the text 
rhymed, the authors had problems with rhythm. Also, be careful not to ‘force’ the rhyme 
by altering a sentence structure so it will rhyme. Finally, try not to let the rhyme control 
the plot of the story. i.e. I want this to happen next but I can’t get it to rhyme so I’ll 
change the story so it WILL rhyme. 



• Our younger readers noticed a large number of the adventure/mystery/fantasy books 
started with description of setting. They felt this was not very ‘grabbing’ and did not ‘hook 
them into the story’. They suggested ‘speech’ would be better. 

• Many of our adult readers were disappointed by the length of a few of the books. They 
felt that a few independent authors, in a hurry to get the book on Kindle, will attempt to 
finish the story in 25,000 words. Consequently, the books felt rushed. The readers advise 
‘Don’t rush it. Develop the characters; allow the reader the opportunity to care about 
what happens to them.’ 

• Regarding ‘non-fiction adult’, although the books entered were generally excellent, a 
number of them had ‘such small type they were almost impossible to read’. I know it is 
tempting with a very long book to pick a tiny font size – it keeps the cost of printing it 
down – but not so small the reader needs a magnifying glass. 

 

SPECIFIC FEEDBACK. 

This book was entered in The Wishing Shelf Book Awards. This is what our 
readers thought: 

Title: Friendly’s 

Author: Olive Green, ill. by Dainius Šukys 

 

Star Rating: 5 Stars 

Number of Readers: 15 

Stats 

Editing: 9/10 

Writing Style: 8/10 

Content: 8/10 

Cover: 5/5 

 

Of the 15 readers: 

13 would read another book by this author. 

15 thought the cover was good or excellent. 



14 felt it was easy to follow. 

13 would recommend this book to another reader to try. 

Of all the readers, 4 felt the author’s strongest skill was ‘plotting a story’. 

Of all the readers, 6 felt the author’s strongest skill was ‘developing the characters’. 

Of all the readers, 5 felt the author’s strongest skill was ‘writing style’. 

14 felt the pacing was good or excellent. 

13 thought the author understood the readership and what they wanted. 

 

Readers’ Comments 

“I liked the raccoon waiter because he was funny and I liked all the food. The 
pictures looked cozy and I wanted to go to Friendly’s too.” — Ethan, boy, age 6 

“My favourite bit was when everyone was welcome even when they were different. 
The rhymes were silly and made me laugh.” — Lily, girl, age 7 

“The animals were cute and the food inspector made me giggle because he got so 
grumpy. I liked when they all became friends again.” — Noah, boy, age 8 

“This book made me feel happy because nobody got left out. I liked the old-
fashioned drawings because they looked magical.” — Sophie, girl, age 6 

“My mum read it to me at bedtime and we both laughed loads. I liked saying the 
rhymes out loud and spotting all the little animals.” — Jack, boy, age 7 

“Rags was my favourite because he was kind to everybody. The story teaches you 
to say sorry and be nice without being boring. A few of the words are a bit difficult 
to understand.” — Amelia, girl, age 8 

“This is a very bright and colourful book.” Jay, boy, aged 7 

 

To Sum It Up: 

““A heartwarming, laugh-out-loud rhyming adventure that helps children discover kindness, 
inclusion, and friendship through unforgettable characters and charming illustrations. A 
FINALIST and highly recommended!” Wishing Shelf Book Awards 

 



AND FINALLY... 

We hope this feedback is helpful to you. If you wish, we will post the readers´ Comments, Catchy 
Quote, Stats and Star Rating on Goodreads.com and, if it’s listed, Bookbub.com for you. VERY 
IMPORTANT! WE WILL ONLY POST IF YOU REPLY TO THIS MESSAGE AND TELL US 
TO. VERY, VERY IMPORTANT! WE WILL POST ALL OF THE ‘SPECIFIC FEEDBACK’ 
LISTED ABOVE AND WILL NOT EDIT IT IN ANY WAY (SO DON’T ASK US TO). Sadly, 
we can’t post it on Amazon, but you can add it yourself as an Editorial Review using Author 
Central. Here´s how to do it: 

1. Log in to your Author Central account on Amazon.com, NOT .co.uk 

2. Click on the Books tab at the top of the page. This will bring you to a list of your books. 

3. Click on the title of the book you want to edit. 

5. Click on the type of book (eBook, paperback, etc.) to which you want to add the review. 

6. Click on Edit Book Details 

7. Click on Add Review 

8. When you're satisfied, click Save to add the review. 

 

All the best and thanks for entering. 

Edward and the Wishing Shelf Gang 

 


